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Stride On Freely

What helps to set the mood of a story, gives it life, and meaning?  Setting should be the answer that comes to mind.  It keeps the readers engaged and allows them to relate to the overall meaning of the story.  Based on the setting, the reader can adjust their vision and feeling to help determine what the possible outcome of the story may be.  Once the overall mood of the story has been established through its setting the reader will have a better understanding of why things happen the way they do.  The way the author establishes the location, time, and place of a story helps to build the readers understanding of the characters and their behaviors throughout the story.  
An area located North of Boston in the middle of a small town is where the story A&P by John Updike takes place.  In the story the narrator’s description, “The store’s pretty empty, it being Thursday afternoon, ….” (12) suggest that the town is not a very busy town with little to no action happening at all.  On a normal Thursday afternoon in a larger town a grocery store would probably be much busier because most people do their shopping after work or in the afternoon part of the day.  This prepares the reader for the unforeseen “action” that is about to happen.  It helps to give the reader the understanding as to why the girls coming in to the store in that manner was such a big deal.  If this was a local grocery store near a busy beachfront the reactions of the characters would have been much different.  The girls would have gotten little to no attention at all.  It would be a normal thing to see young girls walking in and out of the store in bikinis.  Sammy stated that “…there’s people in this town haven’t seen the ocean for twenty year.”(10)  This gives you an idea of the type of people that lives there.  Older folks who don’t seem to get out much so anything out of the ordinary is an eye catcher or seems to be just wrong in their opinion. 
When a story takes place, which can also be referred to as the time or time period, plays an important role in a story’s setting.  It’s summer time in the late 1900’s perhaps.  The way Sammy describes the records in the store, the 49 cents for herring, and Skokesie’s stating his hope to be manager “…maybe in 1990….” (9) creates a sense of the time period the story take place in.  That brings more clarity on character behavior, appearance, and even why things cost what they do.  In the time period of the new millennium the cost for herring is higher. People are quicker to pay with debit or credit cards as oppose to cash or check and store reward cards are pretty much in use in every store.   The significance of time in the story’s setting helps the reader to relate more to the characters.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]It all goes down in a grocery store called A&P.  Of all the aspects of setting and the role it has in a story, place takes precedence over all.  Everything that happens in the story would not make sense if the place where it happened didn’t make sense.  For example, if this story took place in a beach front store it would confuse the reader and make one question the authors reasoning in their choice of setting.  The manager in “A&P”, Lengel’s reaction and statement “We want you decently dressed when you come in here” (17) would have been uncalled for.  The place in setting is the icing on the cake.  It brings everything together and helps the story and all its part make sense.
	Understanding the importance of location, time and place are all what makes setting a very relevant aspect of reading and writing a story.  The way the author describes the setting helps to set the mood of the story and gives the reader an idea of how the story will go.  The reader is able to be engaged and have a better understanding of the characters and their behaviors based on the story’s setting.  
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